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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 671.] 
HoME manufactures have been dwelt upon until our ears have ached 
almost with the talk; but now we can begin to feel the value probably of 
home manufactures. President Woodruff was impressed that something 
should be done toward the manufacture of sugar. Some of the Twelve 
were doubtful about its success. We met together, we prayed and sought 
to know the mind of the Lord about it, and the Lord revealed in great 
plainness that it was our duty to say to the Latter-day Saints, “Go to 
work and build up a sugar factory, and seek to produce sugar in the land.” 
Some of us have been carrying a heavy financial burden ever since, be- 
cause we were earnest in our desire to see the mind and will of God car- 
ried out. But how many Latter-day Saints are there who have felt to 
sustain the hands of the authorities of the Church in trying to urge this 
forward? We have been looked upon as encouraging hazardous enter- 
prises that would embarrass the people. Better to put money in banks 
than in home manufactures! Now what do we see? We see that we are 
compelled in a measure to fall back upon these manufactures. How are 
we going to live if money is cut off? We have been depending on money. 
Everybody that wanted work wanted money, and we have become so used 
to it that it seems as if we cannot live without it. Now the prospect 
before us is that the wisdom which prompted the establishment of the 
sugar factory may be vindicated. We cannot tell what the elements may 
do between this and the harvest, but the prospect is that a quarter of a 
million of money will be kept in this country that would have been sent 
out to purchase sugar. In other words, this season’s run at the sugar 
factory is likely to be worth two hundred and fifty thousand dollars at 
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the very least, according to present calculations. Then the farmers have 
cultivated beets and will get cash for them. They cannot sell their wheat, 
or potatoes; they cannot sell anything scarcely that they produce; but 
the beet crop, if it should be a success, can be sold, and at remunerative 
prices, for cash. Then see the employment that is given to women and 
children, and to teams, in this business. See the men that it requires to 
convert the beets into sugar. Well, who has seen this? “Oh! I can make 
money better. I want ten per cent for my investment. The sugar fac- 
tory won’t pay five per cent, in fact, may not pay at all. I want my 
money in a bank, or in some enterprise that will give me at least ten per 
cent.” That has been the feeling. The wisdom that God has given has 
not been listened to. Wisdom has cried aloud in the streets, and her 
counsel has been unheeded. 

The Lord will call a halt, He will not let His people do foolish things 
and continue todo them. We have all been doing them. I confess this 
day in this congregation that I have, for one. Still, I have been doing 
the very best I could, it seemed to me; but now I can see many mistakes. 
Cannot you, too, see your mistakes? I think youcan. At any rate, I am 
willing to confess that I ama fallible man. But if I have done wrong— 
and I know I have—I try to repent of it, and beseech God, in humility, to 
forgive it. I ask him to forgive His people, and not let disaster come 
upon them. I pray for this with all my heart, and I know there are 
many who do so. We do not want disaster to come upon the people—this 
flock which God has gathered together, and of which He has made us 
shepherds. It is an awful reponsibility, and it makes me shrink and feel 
as though I was nothing before the Lord, or before the people; but it is 
our duty to ory aloud unto the people and entreat them to listen to the 
voice of the Spirit of God; and if we will do so, He will help us. 

In all my conversations in the East—and I have had a great many with 
leading men of both parties—I have endeavored to create the impression 
that in the mountains there was a conservative element that could be 
relied upon in the days of trouble. They would not organize into mobs, 
they would not raise riots, they would not be carried away by the ridicu- 
lous ideas which find circulation from time to time throughout the coun- 
try; but in days when other people would be quaking and trembling, and 
perhaps breaking forth in riot, they could be relied upon as conservative 
and stable. I have endeavored to create this impression, and with some 
degree of success. I have also called attention to the fact that we were 
a people who were true to our engagements; that when we created an 
obligation, that obligation would be maintained, and that our country was 
not plastered with mortgages, as many parts of the land were. Therefore, 
our people were not disposed to run after every will-o’-the-wisp. I am 
proud of the Latter-day Saints so far; and if we will pursue a quiet, con- 
servative course, and not be carried away by fear, we shall establish a 
credit for ourselves that will in the future redound to the benefit of the 
people of this Territory. I hope the Latter-day Saints will do this. I 
hope we will remember constantly that we are under the eye and care of 
our Father in heaven. I can truthfully say that I have not been worried 
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five minutes in all this, although I have obligations and many responsi- 
bilities weighing upon me; but in the kindness of God, He has made them 
light, and [ have not felt the burden. I want, however, to do the best I 
can to meet every obligation. I have remarked to my children that when 
I came home after fifteen years of missionary labor, out of which I had 
only been in this city nine months, I had never owed a hundred dollars in 
my life, and I was notin debt. My family took in washing and laundry 
work, and did weaving, rather than run in debt. I have been in debt a 
good deal for the Church in performing missions; but they were public 
debts and have been attended to. I have hada horror of debt; but cir- 
cumstances sometimes arise that compel men in public positions to assume 
responsibility. 

Let us, brethren and sisters, profit by this experience that we are now 
passing through, and let us seek to live according to the counsels that 
have been so plentifully and powerfully given unto us by the servants of 
God from the beginning. Where we have done wrong, or been unwise, let 
us repent of it. Let us teach our families economy. There is an extrava- 
gance in our method of living that I feel to say to my own family should 
be repented of. We use things in a lavish, careless way, because, perhaps, 
of our former privations. I have seen the day—and many of you have— 
when sugar was more precious than gold in this town, I remember in 
1865 going to Bishop Leonard W. Hardy and coaxing him to let me have 
ten pounds of sugar for ten dollars. I saw the other day one of my chil- 
dren, who was about to eat some cracked wheat, put as much sugar in 
his little bowl as he had cracked wheat, I thought to myself, how differ- 
ent this is! I made ita text afterwards to talk to the folks, and to ask 
them whether they let little children do as they pleased. That is not the 
way to bring up children. They should not be allowed to help themselves 
to everything and to waste food. But we fall into these ways. It isnot an 
uncommon thing to see people, who cannot afford it, go to the butcher shop 
and get tenderloin or porterhouse steak, paying the highest price for 
meat, and living in a way that is at least injudicious. Many of us have 
fallen into ways of this kind. Now is a good time to retrench, to call to 
mind the lessons of the past, the privations we have gone through, and 
how thankful we were for a little of that which we have now, in some in- 
stances, an abundance of, and which, because of the abundance, we have 
ceased to value, I remember myself, when we came here, helping to grind 
a little molasses out of corn stalks, It was very thin stuff, I can tell you; 
but it was sweetening and it helped us. Then some made sweetening out 
of watermelons, and out of other products. We were glad to get anything 
at allin those days. It all tasted good. I know in the spring of 1848 I 
filled my stomach with thistle tops. I had starved all winter, I was a 
growing boy and worked very hard, and was hungry every hour, so much 
so that I would dream at night of eating good things, and I used to won- 
der how it was I ever stopped eating when we had plenty. In the spring 
of 1848 the thistles began to grow, and I, with others, went around with 
a sack and a butcher knife cutting off thistle tops, and they were the 
nicest greens I ever ate. I have often remarked to my family that I 
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wished [ could get a mess of them now, to see whether they tasted as they 
did then. I do not expect they would. 

I mention these things to show the blessings that God has given us. 
We have a land that is the admiration of every visitor. Here is an old 
friend of mine, whom I knew in Nauvoo when I was a boy—Brother John 
Reiser, a brother of George C. Reiser, and one of our Battalion boys. He 
was here in the early days, and remembers when we lived in the fort. He 
can scarcely imagine that this city is in the same place—I suppose it is so 
changed. God has blessed this land. He has made it fruitful. It brings 
forth fruit in abundance. It brings forth vegetables of the best kind. It 
brings forth cereals that are unexcelled. Brother George D. Pyper told 
me at Chicago that the best expert he had met, and a man who is on the 
commission to judge the wheat, and who has raised seed wheat to sell, said 
that the wheat from Utah was the best there was on exhibition in the 
World’s Fair. The Emperor of Russia—and Russia is a great wheat-grow- 
ing land—does not eat any better flour than every working man in this 
Territory does; and there is no one on the face of the earth that eats 
better vegetables than we do. We have as good potatoes and other veget- 
ables as are produced on the earth. We live like kings. And if we would 
not be so indolent about our orchards as to let the codling moths take 
possession of them, we would have as good fruit as can be found anywhere. 
Then we have this blessed sky above our heads, and this pure air that we 
breathe. There is no better air on the globe. God has given us every- 
thing that heart could desire in righteousness. Then let us use these 
blessings as we should do, and not be forgetful of our former condition, 
and become lifed up in pride, forgetting the hand that has bestowed these 
things upon us. 

Brethren and sisters, we have every reason to be proud. I have been 
absent for some weeks, and I had one of my sons with me—another Utah 
product. He has only just turned sixteen years of age and he measures 
six feet two inches. People on the ship wanted to know if we had many 
such boys as that in this country. I said, plenty of them. Well, they 
said, Utah must have a tremendous race of men growing up. We have 
plenty of young men growing up here that are and will be the admiration 
of all who know them. We will have beautiful men and beautiful women, 
virtuous men and virtuous women. Of course, there will be some that 
will not be of this character; they will lose the faith; but those who cling 
to the faith, God will adorn them with beauty; for they will have the 
Spirit of God with them, and every pure sou! that comes in contact with 
them will love them. The Latter-day Saints will be loved. God loves them, 
and good people will love them. The virtues that they possess will live. 
They cannot be destroyed unless all the people are destroyed. That is a 
great consolation for the Latter-day Saints. I say to the Latter-day Saints, 
be comforted. Do not be depressed. When you feel gloomy, humble your- 
selves before the Lord, and seek for His Holy Spirit. Let him fill you 
with good cheer and with peace. He will do it, and He will overrule and 
control everything for your good and for your salvation, if you will put 
your trust in Him. God bless you all, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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THE PREVALENCY OF HERESY. 


THERE seems to be a great deal of unrest in the Church of England. 
Observant writers declare that the tendency of the masses is towards 
Catholicism and they speculate on the probable results of a disestablish- 
ment and disendowment of the National Church. A recent number of 
the English Churchman contains the following: 

“We look upon the disestablishment of a faithful church as a national 
insult to Almighty God, and we maintain that this is every whit as true 
in Scotland as in England. But we cannot conceal from ourselves that 
the Ritualism, which has so deeply injured the Church of England as to 
deprive it in a great measure of its apostolic character, has also gained a 
dangerous footing in the Church of Scotland, so that it will become a 
difficult thing to regard them as faithful in their testimony should the 
crisis come upon them before the present distress has been removed. We 
cannot look upon disestablishment as a cure for the prevalent heresy. 
The Church of Ireland is a standing witness to the fact that a church free 
from state control, and composed of members whose protestantism, as a 
whole, is beyond all question, is by no means safe. The apathy of the 
many is no safeguard against the intrusion of sacerdotalism; nay, it is 
favorable to its advance, in the presence of a sympathizing episcopate. 
In truth, the conditign of the members decides the character of a church. 
If they be worldly, the church is worldly; if they be dead, the church is 
dead, however orthodox its standards may be. Consequently, the aspect 
in which we regard disestablishment is that of a judgment upon the 
church and upon the nation. The churches are established as witnesses — 
and keepers of Holy Writ. When the Lord in judgment removes the light, 
the witness ceases, and even the faithful few, who would gladly support 
the principle of establishment, can no longer defend a church when it has 
ceased to be protestant, seeing that they cannot rely upon it for the scrip- 
tural instruction of the people.” 


RELIGIOUS PROGRESS. 


THe Deseret News, of September 2, contains the following editorial on 
theological development: 

“In the religious domain, as in other fields where the human mind is 
searching for truth, every age seems to have its own problems to solve, its 
own questions to deal with. 

“The first centuries of our era gave attention more especially to the 
personality of the Deity, the Divine qualities, and all that relates to the- 
ology proper. Many of the conclusions reached may have been far from 
the real truth, as is fully evidenced by the doctrines of the Athanasian 
creed, which seem to involve mathematical impossibilities. Yet the main 
facts were fully brought out. The existence of a Supreme Being; His 
superintendence of the affairs of the universe; His wisdom, power and 
goodness, and His final victory over evil were recognized as incontrovert- 
ible facts. 
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“The age of the Reformation gave special attention to man in his relation 
to Deity. The reformers boldly broke fiom established doctrines, accepted 
creeds and declarations of councils, claiming that the Bible was the only 
authoritive source of information as to the religious duties of man. Faith 
was made the chief condition of salvation, as it was thought to be the 
only means of justification. As previous ages were full of errors, so was 
this. It justly concluded that creeds of men and decrees of councils could 
never take a place co-ordinate with the revealed word of the Almighty; 
but it failed in supposing that the records of past centuries contained all 
the revelations to be expected from God. 

“The present age has dealt, and is still largely dealing, with the relation 
of man to man. It is preparing for a complete revolution in social 
respects. Again attention is drawn to the Bible, but the sacred records 
are studied on scientific principles, and not simply accepted without 
criticism, as by the reformers. When the results of this inquiry are 
fully understood, they will lead to the acceptance of direct revelation 
from God. For it will place mankind in the same position as were the 
first Christian churches. They, too, had ancient sacred records, but their 
mission was a new one, and they needed further guidance from above. 

“Tn the new theological development the Latter-day Saints have taken 
a leading part. The truths advanced by Joseph, the Prophet, correspond 
perfectly to the needs of the age. They were at fjrst pronounced amid 
incredulity and contradiction, but they have been gaining ground all the 
time and continue to exercise an influence on the thought of the age. It 
is but a question of time till it will be a matter of wonder that those 
truths were ever unknown to the Christian world.” 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


An epidemic of yellow fever is raging at Brunswick, Georgia, U.S.A., and is spreading, 
notwithstanding the efforts of the sanitary authorities. 

The Farnam Street Theatre, at Omaha, U.S. A., has been destroyed by fire. The first 
floor of the building was occupied as shops. The total loss will amount to $250,000. Five 
firemen were seriously injured by the fall of a wall, and one is missing. 


At Springfield, Illinois, 1,300 coal miners went out on strike, on October 3. They de- 
mand fifty cents a ton. They receive their wages on the fifth and twenty-eighth of every 
month, together with a contract running one year. The mine owners offer forty cents a 
ton. 


At St. Joseph, Missouri, U.S. A., a most destructive fire, resulting in the loss of 
property valued at one million dollars, has occurred. It originated on the premises of 
Messrs. Townsend and Wyatt, dealers in dry goods, and the flames were not subdued 
until the finest business block in the city had been destroyed. 

The Hong Kong Daily Press says that an earthquake took place in the province of 
Suragao, in the Philippines, on August 21. At Jativa the current of the river Agusan 
was reversed in direction and the water rose two meters above the ordinary level, the 
current running up stream instead of down for the space of ten minutes, after which the 
water remained stationary for five minutes and then rushed down stream at an enormous 
rate, carrying everything before it and wrecking a number of boats moored to the banks. 
Some thirty houses were destroyed by the earthquake, including the convent and the 
schools, but there was no loss of life. 
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An extraordinary incident has occurred in connection with the Brazilian revolution. 
The coast round the Bay of Rio is being strongly guarded to prevent the rebels landing, 
and a launch from an Italian cruiser being fired upon in mistake, an Italian sailor was 
killed. A demand for reparation being made the Brazilian Government apologized and 
paid a substantial indemnity. 

The Atlantic coast of North America has again suffered severely from storms. From 
New York despatches it is learned that the State of Alabama as well as the Gulf of 
Mexico were invaded. The city of Mobile suffered severely. Five persons are known 
to have been killed, but it is feared that the loss of life will greatly exceed this number. 
Further despatches state that the storm which was experienced in the States of Alabama, 
Louisiana, and others bordering on the Gulf of Mexico broke with terrific force over New 
Orleans, and its vicinity. Tremendous damage has been done to buildings and planta- 
tions and twenty-four persons were killed and seventy-five others injured. From New 
Orleans, it is learned that a terrific storm struck that city on October 1. There and in 
the vicinity the wind reached a velocity of from a hundred to a hundred and twenty-five 
miles an hour. Point a la Hache, a town of 2,000 inhabitants, suffered most of all. Not 
a single house is uninjured, and four adults and several children have been killed there. 
The orange crop on some part of the Gulf Coast has been destroyed, the loss being estim- 
ated at $350,000 or more. Other losses cannot be estimated. Halifax, Nova Scotia, dis- 
patches say that many vessels have been wrecked on the coast, but little loss of life is 
reported. Much damage has been caused by floods in New Brunswick. From Fort 
Worth, Texas, it is learned that heavy rains have fallen in several parts of that State. 
Washouts on railways have occurred and many valuable bridges have been swept away. 
Further dispatches from New Orleans state that the number of lives lost is estimated at 
201, and the damage to property $1,250,000. The worst news comes from Bayou Cook, 
between Bartoria Bay and the mouth of the Mississippi, where a colony of oyster fisher- 
men, numbering 150, with their wives and families, are reported to have perished. The 
violence of the storm was felt terribly in Grand Isle and Cheniere Caminada, only two 


houses being left standing. At the latter place it is said that several hundred people | 
have been drowned. 


STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE LABORS IN GREAT BRITAIN 
FOR SIX MONTHS. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1893. 


THE LABORS OF SIX MONTHS. 


THE reports of the labors in the various conferences of Great Britain, for 
the past six months, are very encouraging. Twelve out of thirteen con- 
ferences have reported the progress of the work, Ireland alone being 
omitted, as its conference has not yet been held. A tabulated statement 
of the labors is found on another page in this issue. The results, as there 
shown in compact form, testify that the work in this land is not yet over. 
The Elders have labored, during the last six months, under many dis- 
advantages. Not only has the business depression at home made their 
pecuniary circumstances anything but comfortable and agreeable, but the 
labor difficulties in this land have also greatly hampered the work. Not- 
withstanding these obstacles, the Elders have labored with diligence and 
faithfulness to spread the truth. At their conferences the brethren have 
invariably testified of the goodness of God in opening up ways and means 
for the continuance of their labors, and these have been prosecuted with 
a fervor and earnestness that is commendable. A goodly number of out- 
door meetings have been held during the summer, but during the coming 
six months the meetings will, as a rule, be held in-doors, unless the 
weather shall permit otherwise. 

The reports given are complete from twelve conferences as to baptisms, 
confirmations, out-door meetings, and tracts distributed. As to houses 
visited, only two conferences have reported, and but five have reported 
the Gospel conversations held. There are some blanks also noticed in the 
columns of children blessed, indoor meetings, Sunday School sessions, and 
books sold, so that in these respects the reports are incomplete. 

It is pleasing, indeed, to note the amount of tracts, setting forth the 
principles of the Gospel as taught by the Savior and His Apostles, that 
have been distributed Though it is possible that only a small portion of 
their contents has been read and digested, the seed has thus been sown 
in all kinds of soil. Some may have fallen in good ground, which will 
yet yield in abundance to gladden the hearts of the harvesters. Over a 
thousand books have been sold, mainly Book of Mormons and “Voice of 
Warnings,” but these are of but little moment when compared with the 
Jarge number that have been loaned and given away. Thus the word of 
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the Lord has been widely disseminated among the people of this great 
land. 

Conferences have been held, and are still being held, throughout Scan- 
dinavia. As soon as reports can be secured from that portion of the 
Lord’s vineyard we will publish the same, as well as from Holland, Ger- 
many and Switzerland, and other parts in the European mission. This 
will enable the Elders to see how the work of the Lord is progressing in 
Europe, and we know the results will be such as will cheer and strengthen 
them in the performance of their tasks. 

Not only should the actual results visible in the present compiled report 
prove of comfort and good cheer to the Elders now in the field, but the 
fact that they have faithfully performed their duty and labored diligently, 
as the report unmistakably declares them to have done, should prove of 
mutual satisfaction. This, in connection with the kindness of our heavenly 
Father in the past, should act as a strong incentive to the Elders to con- 
tinue their work in earnestness and humility. Let all so live and conduct 
themselves that the people may see their good deeds, and learn that our 
religion is not a. sham, but a practical, living reality. Let each Elder 
continue to cry repentance unto this generation without ceasing, that 
his garments may be cleared of the blood of this people. As watch- 
men in Israel warn the people of pending judgments, and lead all, who 
are willing to listen and obey, to a knowledge of the truth, and your 
labors in this mission will ever be remembered with feelings of joy in 
after life. J. V. B. 


Irish ConreRENcE Notice.—The Irish Conference will be held at 
Belfast, Ireland, Sunday, October 29, 1893. 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


THe Norwich Conference convened in the upper room of the Norfolk 
Hotel, St. Giles Street, Norwich, on Sunday, October 1, 1893. There were 
present: Charles Tillotson, President of, and C. F. Harris, H. A. White, 
W. W. Pace, W. W. Williams, N. A. Nielsen, Arthur Riley and Willard Call, 
Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. The speakers at 
the morning meeting were Elders White, Riley and Pace; the subjects 
treated were the first principles of the Gospel, and the life of Christ. 

The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, 
and the Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference were presented and 
unanimously sustained. The report of statistics and the labors of the 
Elders for the six months ending September 30, 1893, was read as follows: 
General meetings held 138; open-air meetings 97; cottage meetings 14; 
hall meetings 1; Sunday School sessions 38 ; total number of meetings 238 ; 
tracts distributed 11,130; books loaned 94; books sold 21. Baptisms 7; 
emigrated 11; children blessed 1. Elders 9; Teacher 1; Deacon 1; mem- 
bers 90; total officers and members 101. 

The afternoon meeting was addressed by Elders Harris and White on 
the immortality of the soul and the restoration of the Gospel. In the 
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evening Elder Williams and President Tillotson spoke on the various 
Gospel dispensations and the government of God. 

At a Priesthood meeting held on Monday morning, October 2, the Elders 
reported their labors. WiLLarD CALL, Clerk. 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


THe Nottingham Conference convened in Temperance Hall, Saint Ann’s 
Street, Nottingham, Sunday, October 8, 1893. There were present: John 
V. Bluth, of the Liverpool office; G. H. Hall, President of the London 
Conference; H. H. Pitchforth, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference ; 
Wm. C. Hunter, President of, and James Boyden, Edmund Stevens, H. 
Harker, C. C. Cressall, C. W. Wright, John Parkin, H. J. Smith, John 
Belliston and Israel Bale, Traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference. 

Three excellent and most interesting meetings were held. The speakers 
were filled with the Holy Spirit, which enabled them to feed the Saints 
and visitors with that spiritual food which is the life and strength of the 
Lattter-day Saints. It was, indeed, a day of rejoicing throughout. 

The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, 
and the Traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference were presented 
and unanimously sustained. The report of statistics and labors of the 
Elders for the six months ending September 30, 1893, was read as follows: 
Seventies 8; Elders 31; Priests 11; Teachers 8; Deacons 15; members 224; 
total officers and members 289. Baptisms 20; confirmed 20; emigrated 24; 
received 3; removed 2; excommunicated 4; died 1; children blessed 10. 
In-door meetings 220; out-door meetings 45; tracts distributed 15,986; 
books disposed of 99. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning, October 9, at which 
the Elders reported their labors for the past six months, after which 
Elders Bluth and Hall addressed them. We had a very interesting 
meeting. All the Elders feel well in the great work which is mapped out 
before them, and express themselves desirous of continuing in their labors. 

C. Wm. Wriaat, Clerk. 


DEATH OF SISTER MERCY R. THOMPSON. 


At 10:45 p.m., September 15, Sister Mercy R. Thompson, aunt of President 
Joseph F. Smith, breathed her last at her home in Salt Lake City, at the 
ripe age of eighty-six years and three months. Sister Thompson was 
- widely known and highly esteemed among the Latter-day Saints, with 
whom she has been associated for more than half a century. She was at 
the time of her demise one of the oldest members of the Church, in con- 
nection with which her life has been one of faith and noble sacrifice. She 
was a sister to the mother of President Joseph F. Smith. Her husband, 
who was private secretary to the Prophet Joseph, died August 27, 1841. 
About two years after this she became the wife of }Patriarch Hyrum 
Smith. She was one of the first settlers of the Sixteenth Ward of Salt 
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Lake City. She had been an invalid for a number of years past.— Deseret 
News. 


AMERICA’S ANCIENT INHABITANTS. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 675.] 

“NEXT in importance to the question of ‘Where they came from’ is the 
question of ‘What became of them?’ I have stood upon the old mounds 
and imagined myself upon some citadel or tower in the old city and have 
reconstructed all the buildings again, planted anew the fields, and covered 
the plain with a carpet of green, inhabited the buildings, and filled the 
streets with a bustling, busy population, and then I have asked myself 
the question: How could all this pass away? 

“One evening I walked out to the ruins of an old temple. AsI passed 
among the old buildings I frequently frightened the screech-owls from 
their perch on some high mound, and as I did so I could not help but 
think of that other civilization in the far east where the Euphrates flows 
calmly seaward. That city flourished cotemporaneously with this one. 
In its palmy days it was written of her: ‘But these two things shall come 
to thee in a moment, in one day, the loss of children and widowhood. 
Desolation shall come upon thee suddenly. Thy astrologers and star- 
gazers shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them. Therefore the wild 
beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the islands shall dwell there, 
and the owls shall dwell therein, and Babylon shall become heaps, a 
dwelling place for dragons, an astonishment and a hissing without an 
inhabitant.’ | 

“Tf those words had been spoken over these old cities they would have 
been fulfilled almost literally, for almost every evidence here testifies of 
the sudden destruction that came upon them. If you dig into the ruins 
everything you encounter gives evidence that they were destroyed by fire. 
Underneath the fallen walls you find the skeletons of the former inhabit- 
ants, mingled with the charred rafters of their buildings. It would seem 
that in the midst of their greatest development they were swept into 
eternity by the besom of destruction. The condition in which their canal | 
system was left indicates that it was at its highest limit of perfection when 
abandoned. Through it the land had reached its highest limit of pro- 
ductiveness, and that to such a degree, that it could have, and must have, 
sustained hundreds of thousands. The ruins of the cities indicate no 
gradual decay before their abandonment, but everything points to a land 
prosperous and populous, from which, apparently in one single day, its 
people were swept like chaff from off the summer threshing-floor, leaving 
no history, no tradition. The dried-up canals, the ruined houses, alone 
remain to whisper the story of a people whose history perished with them ; 
whose traditions no grey-haired sire ever relates to eager grandchildren; 
whose altars lie buried under the dust of centuries; whose ruined homes 
stand in the shadow of the mountains, untrod by mother or child for many 
generations; a people whose gods have boasted neither shrine nor wor- 
shipper since that day, so many hundred years ago, when the savage tribes 
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of the mountains came down upon them, burned their cities, destroyed 
their canals, and swept from the earth a civilization, the most interesting 
and least known of all our pre-historic nations. 

‘‘While the large majority of the ruins indicate a destruction at the 
hands of men, there are one or two that would lead us to believe that 
nature had contributed to the woes of that unfortunate people. We are 
told that when Professor Cushing was here, the ruins of one of the cities 
he excavated gave evidence of having been destroyed by an earthquake. 
The walls had evidently been shaken down, and he found the skeletons of 
several persons who were caught by the falling walls while trying to 
escape through a window. In another place lava streams have been found 
to cross the course of an old canal; and an olla, or crock jar, and pestle 
were found 115 feet underground. These would indicate at least that at 
some time, during the residence here of the old people, the country had 
been visited by one of those great convulsions of nature that has upturned 
so much of this western country, at some remote period in the past. 
While it may be true that at some period some of the old cities were 
destroyed in this manner and by natural agencies, it is clear to any casual 
observer that the last great destruction was not brought about in that 
manner. Earthquakes do not usually crack the skulls of their victims 
with war clubs, and burn the buildings over the heads of the slain. 

“Tt is difficult at this late day to form a correct estimate of the degree 
of civilization attained by this old people. If we walk over the site of 
one of their cities, and pick up samples of the many pieces of pottery 
scattered about, or if you excavate into one of the mounds and find there 
stone implements and grinders, you are apt to say, ‘This people was only 
partially advanced in the arts of civilized life; at best they can only be 
classed among the semi-civilized nations of the past.’ But when you 
examine more carefully the great works they accomplished you are filled 
with wonder and astonishment. Their canal system was indeed a remark- 
able one. The most skilled engineer of the present day, armed with the 
most improved instruments known to science, can do no better than to 
follow the lines laid down by his pre-historic predecessor, so that every 
ditch, thus far built along the Salt and Gila Rivers, either runs parallel 
to, or merges into, some ancient canal, while there are places which the 
older ditches irrigated, but which the present ones thus far have not been 
able to bring under water. Just out from Mesa, a mile or two, one of the 
old canals runs for some distance through a straight raise in the mesa, 
where it was necessary for the builders to make an excavation to a con- 
siderable depth, to accomplish which they had to remove great quantities 
of cement rock. Now, all excavators know how difficult an undertaking 
it is to remove this kind of rock, even with our modern appliances, but if 
you take away from us gunpowder and our other explosives, by which we 
loosen and break up the rock, it would puzzle our best engineers to-day 
to know how to remove any quantity of it. With these facts before us, 
our wonder increases when we take from these ancient builders all knowl- 
edge of iron, steel, copper, and, in fact, any metal whatever, and give 
them some rude stone hammers and mauls, and perhaps some wooden 
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shovels, made of cottonwood or mesquit, and then try to imagine how 
they went to work to excavate this cement rock, which is even harder 
than their basalt implements. How did they do it? was the question 
that I asked several gentlemen. None of them could give a satisfactory 
answer. One gentleman gave it as his opinion that they had removed the 
dirt from the rock, and built fires on it, and, after heating it, dashed on 
water and in this way cracked it, after which it could be broken up and 
removed. I related this theory to two or three railroad contractors, who 
had had a great deal of experience in removing the same kind of material, 
and they were unanimous in the opinion that it could never have been 
removed in that manner; that the nature of the cement is such that fire 
and water would not have the effect upon it stated above. If this be true, 
then the question still remains unanswered. One gentleman told me he 
did not see how the old builders could have ever made the excavation 
with the rude instruments that they had, but they must have done it, as 
numbers of stone hammers and axes were scattered around the cut. This, 
I believe, is the general opinion among those who have given the matter 
any thought. For my part I see no very strong argument in the above. 
It is not improbable that the stone implements referred to could have 
been left there by a more recent people; still, even if they were left there 
by the builders themselves, as I believe, it does not argue that they had 
no other and far better implements to work with; no more than the dis- 
covery of numerous arrowheads of flint on the plains of Marathon would 
force us to the conclusion that the great armies who participated in that 
battle were armed with such rude instruments of war as this would 
indicate. We know from history just how these armies were armed; but . 
suppose we had no history of those times, and were compelled to judge of 
the civilization of the old people by just such finds as that at Marathon— 
would we not place an estimate on it far below what it really deserved? 
It seems to me that that is just what all archeologists are doing with our 
ancient American civilizations. They see about them stupendous works, 
such as the great roads of Peru, the great blocks of stone so beautifully 
wrought in Peru and Central America, these old canals and many other 
things that would seem to point to a degree of civilization equal to any 
of the civilizations of the east, and works, too, that seemingly would 
require tools of the best iron and steel to execute; yet, for all this, they 
say these metals were never known to the ancient people of this continent, 
for the reason that no traces of them are found; and they close their eyes 
to the fact that history records no such accomplishments by any other 
people without iron, and that it would seem impossible that it could be 
accomplished without that metal. They seem to forget that iron is the 
most perishable of all metals, that it rapidly oxidizes unless protected 
from air and moisture, and that, notwithstanding we know that the 
ancient Assyrians and Babylonians had great quantities of that metal, 
yet very few traces of it are now found in the ruins of their cities. Then, 
too, the fact should not be overlooked that in the ruins of people whose 
history we know, and who were experts in working iron, to-day large 
quantities of stone and flint implements are found, and which is accounted 
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for on the basis that they were used by them for many purposes at the 
same time iron was. If, then, these facts are true of a people whose his- 
tory we know, could not they be equally true of a people whose history we 
do not know, when all other conditions are equal? 

“In a former letter we referred to the watch towers on the mountain 
peaks, where guards were maintained; this would indicate that the old 
people were accustomed to war. Indeed, it seems probable that for a 
long time they had to guard against invasion from the wild tribes that 
surrounded them. This being true we would naturally expect to find in 
the ruins of their cities some remains of their implements of war, just as 
we find in the old Mexican and Peruvian ruins large numbers of flint 
arrow-heads and spear-heads, and stones with sharp points, used on war 
clubs, and many other things to indicate the nature of the implements of 
war used by the old people. All who visit these ruins must be struck 
with the scarcity of these things. True, a few arrowheads are found, but 
not in numbers that would be expected if they were used to any extent. 
No other instruments of war have been found as far as I could learn. Had 
their implements of war been made of iron they must have all perished 
long ago, so that no trace of them would now remain. While we have no 
conclusive evidence on this point it is difficult for us to understand how 
they could accomplish the works that we see here without the aid of that 
important metal. | 
[To BE CONTINUED. ] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The Corrinne mills have started up again. 

The Honeyville roller mills will be rebuilt early next spring. 

The Spanish Fork Co-op. has completed a grain elevator with a capacity of 20,000 
bushels. 

The Queen City roller mill is completed and ready for running, and the Mt. Pleasant 
mill will soon be in readiness. 

Mrs. Mads Neilson, of Spring City, Sanpete County, fell from a plum tree from which 
she was gathering fruit, and sustained a fracture and dislocation of the wrist. 

The Sanpete Valley Railroad is being extended into Manti. On reaching that point 
the people of Manti promise to show their appreciation by a great demonstration. 

Heber Hardy, a carpenter of Salt Lake City, while at work on a building on State 
Street, September 19, suddenly ceased his labors and fell dead. The cause of death was 
apoplexy. 

While in Millville Canyon, Cache County, Mathew Clifford was struck on the head by 
a falling log. His skull was fractured in two places, and since then his whole body has 
been paralyzed. 

The little ten-months old boy of Mrs. Bessie Dean Allison, the lady whe sang so sweetly 
at the World’s Fair chorus contests, has died since the return of the choir to their 
mountain home. 

The Union Pacific Railway company has been sued for $25,000 damages caused by the 


killing of Georgie D. Weeden, a brakeman, who was run over at Green River, Wyoming, 
September 16, 1892. 
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The Salt Lake City choir was given a most hearty reception on reaching their mountain 
home after their triumphant tour to Chicago. They gave a concert shortly after their 
return, at which about 2,000 of their admirers were present. 

While David Loveland, of Deweyville, was feeding a threshing machine at Calla Fort, 
his right hand slipped in too far and the forefinger was caught by one of the teeth of the 
cylinder. The bones were crushed in two and the finger was badly lacerated. 


A small son of Bishop Lambert, of Woodland, Wasatch County, climbed on a barn to 
look at some pigeons. The pigeon box gave way with him and he fell to the ground, the 
box falling across his abdomen. Vomiting set in next day, and the little sufferer expired. 


The Tintic mining district is to have a system of water-works. Half of the pipe, seven- 
and-a-half miles of eigth-inch, has already been purchased. The Mammoth Mining 
Company is now erecting an $85,000 mill and will need the water power on its completion. 

Willis Humphreys, a seven-year old son of Arthur Humphreys, of Millville, Cache 
County, was riding a horse, which became frightened and threw the boy off. As he fell 
the horse kicked him in the chest, breaking a number of ribs, and knocking out some of 
his teeth. 

Ogden was visited by a $25,000 fire on September 12. The large three-story business 
block of Sidney Stevens was destroyed; loss $20,000 with but $6,000 insurance. Newman 
Bros. lost $4,000; insured $1,600. The opera house was damaged to the extent of $1,000, 
fully insured. 

A man named Burt and a companion, from Provo Bench, were coming down the Provo 
Canyon with a load of wood, when one of the hind wheels broke, and the wagon, horses 
and men were precipitated down a hill into acreek. The men were severely bruised, but 
escaped with their lives. 

While-a Mr. Smith, of Farmington, and his little boy were returning from Coalville 
with a four-horse load of coal, a freight train coming down the canyonat a good rate of 
speed struck them, throwing the wagon and horses down an embankment, breaking the 
boy’s arm in two places, and otherwise injuring him. 

Times are brightening in Utah. The farmers have concluded to store their grains in- 
stead of selling them at low figures. The result is that the price of wheat has advanced 
from 25 to 50 per cent. and but limited quantities can be obtained at that. Higher prices 
still are looked for. Business in all kinds of trades seems to be picking up. 


J. P. Bache, clerk of the Supreme court, met with a painful accident on September 12. 
While changing seats in a street car his head came in contact with the pole holding the 
trolley wires, cutting a hole in his forehead and knocking him senseless. The scalp wound 
proved to be four and a half inches long, and the skull was fractured. He is expected to 
recover, 


After repairing a buggy top John Deal, Provo, Utah County, stuck a large needle in 
atree. His six-year-old-son, not observing the needle, slid down the tree, and the blunt 
end of the needle was forced into the calf of his leg, about an inch of the sharp point 
breaking off in the tree. The portion of the needle in the boy’s leg was completely 
buried, a piece of thread only being visible. 

While out in Butterfield Canyon, Oquirrh Range, choke-cherry picking, Mr. and Mrs, 
Nott were attacked by hornets. In seeking escape by flight Mrs. Nott ran over a ledge 
of rocks, six feet high, falling in a pool of water, breaking her right leg. Mr. Nott, in at- 
tempting to rescue his wife, also fell in, and they were extricated only by the help of 
friends, Both were severely stung by the insects. 

The exposing of a secret organization known as the Western Star, or Amorines, whose 
purpose was to prohibit Catholics from holding office, has created considerable talk and 
excitement in Salt Lake City. Certain papers belonging to the organization, which, by 
the way, is composed wholly of non-‘‘Mormons,” have been stolen. Two newspaper 
men employed on the 7'ribune (anti-Mormon) have been arrested charged with the theft. 
On a hearing one was released and the other held to await the action of the grand jury. 


